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Idaho Promise Mentor Program (S1109)
Jean M. Henscheid, Ph.D.
Fellow, National Resource Center for The First-Year Experience and Students in Transition

Idahoans are in immediate need of additional
mentorship and support for transitioning into and
through career-ready education and training.

® 915 Idahoans who have expressed interest in
training opportunities provided through Idaho
Launch (online career and training research hub
opened November 1; 2020 targeted to displaced
workers, veterans, and other adults).

® 4,000 recent high school graduates who applied

in 2020 for postsecondary training and education {

but do not enroll in fall after graduation (aka
“summer melters”). Typically, the number has
been 2,600.

Features

Idaho Promise will coordinate with and
support the work of secondary college and
career advisors and counselors, Department
of Labor case managers, and Department of
Veterans Affairs Personalized Career Planning
and Guidance counselors.

The all-encompassing Next Steps website
(https://nextsteps.idaho.gov/) will be the
volunteer mentors’ primary resource.
Existing Next Steps Ambassador training wili
be tailored to volunteer mentors.
{https://nextstens.idaho.gov/resources/nexb
steps-idaho-ambassadors).

Community, business, and industry leaders
will help shape the program to meet unigue
needs of the community.

Mentor coordinators will recruit, train,
advice, and support volunteer mentors.

Idaho Promise volunteer mentors will be
selected, trained, and supported to provide
service to:

p et

High school
juniors and
seniors. Recent
high school ~ J
graduates.

Other adults
desiring further
education or

training.

Strengths

¢ State Board of Education Outreach unit

has infrastructure and experience to
launch and administer the program,

® Coordination with Workforce

Development Council will facilitate
access to veterans, displaced workers,
and other adults.

® Coordination with STEM Action Center

will facilitate access to high school
students interested in STEM fields and
will offer a large pool of potential
volunteer mentors.

® Mentor programs like Idaho Promise

have a solid track record of public and
private funding models and impressive
results for students.

® Members of Idaho Business for Education

have expressed interest in serving as
volunteer mentors. Idaho is gifted with a
strong volunteer culture.



Opportunities

Mentor coordinators will be hired from their
local communities.

Volunteer mentors will be drawn from a
wide range of backgrounds, including
businesses, industries, counselors, retired
teachers, etc. (four-year degree not
required).

One-on-one mentoring can occur face-to-
face or virtually.

Mentor/mentee meetings can take placeina
variety of public and private spaces {e.g.,
home, restaurant, public library, place of
business).

Volunteer mentors will likely be community
members students and families will know.
Volunteer mentors will be selected for their
interest in helping residents and their
communities thrive.

Volunteer mentors will help connect
individuals to opportunities that will allow
them to remain in their community if they
wish.

Top industries actively hiring in Idaho

( CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY )

GENERAL BUSINESS INDUSTRY )

HEALTHCARE INDUSTRY

TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY )

HOSPITALITY INODUSTRY ﬁ

EDUCATION INDUSTRY )

RETAIL INDUSTRY )

GOVERNMENT INDUSTRY )

AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY )

TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY )

NATURAL RESOURCES INDUSTRY )

AEROSPACE (NDUSTRY )

Source: https://idaholaunch.com/
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National Practices and Idaho Promise
Guiding and supporting students to & through post-secondary career-ready training or education
Programs that supplement professional in-school college and career counseling and advising

?? MODEL 3 AR
| City, county, or Natichal
| | statewide out-of- | mentoring/

school volunteer
mentor program often _
- | ascomponent of members, ;

1 scholarship, “free school
college” programs. " mentors/coac

b Funding: Mix of
grants, donations,
state appropriations

Model 3 Programs

® D.C areal.E.E.p.

Indiana 21+ . Mentoring
s . S TS N L S0,
: ;-Centuwf§eh_o[ars= Program
New York State ® Pomona Valley
Mentoring (CA) Uncommon
~ Program | Good Connect to
‘e UtahCollege College
= Acggss-Aﬁ}jéfqgl , Mentoring
TRt R T Program

e Delaware and
Grant Counties
(Indiana) Project
Leadership
Scholar
Mentoring

® ASPIRE (Oregon
statewide)

® The Drive to 55
Alliance
(Tennessee)

® Chicago Scholars
Mentoring
Program

e  Starfish Initiative
(Indianapoalis)
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Dr. Jean M. Henscheid is a fellow with the National Resource Center for The First-Year Experience and
Students in Transition. She is a nationally recognized expert on postsecondary student access and
success who has authored and edited numerous books, monographs, and scholarly articles on the topic.
Dr. Henscheid has consulted with schools, colleges, universities, non-profit organizations, and
government agencies throughout the United States and abroad and has conducted dozens of program
evaluations, accreditation site visits, and workshops focused on supporting student success in post-high
school academic and career technical programs. She is past editor of both the Journal of The First-Year
Experience and Students in Transition and the award-winning publication, About Campus.

Dr. Henscheid has held undergraduate and graduate faculty positions and administrative roles at Idaho
State University, Washington State University, the University of South Carolina, the University of Idaho
and Portland State University. Her most recent past projects include work for the James A. and Louise
McClure Center for Public Policy Research, the Idaho State Board of Education and the Idaho
Department of Education. She is currently engaged in education and workforce training projects with
Idaho’s Workforce Development Council and Idaho State Senator Grant Burgoyne. In recognition of her
lifetime of work on behalf of students, Dr. Henscheid was formally recognized in 2011 as one of the
founders of the international movement to improve student transitions into and through postsecondary
education and training.

Dr. Henscheid is based in Star and is a proud seventh generation ldahoan.



